
Pacific Grove Business Improvement District Meeting Minutes 

 

Downtown Business Improvement District Meeting 

Wednesday, October 3rd 2018, 8:30 a.m. – 9:22 a.m. 

City Hall/City Manager Conference Room 

300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove 

 

Meeting Opened: 8:30 a.m. 

 

1. Welcome: Tom McMahon opened the meeting. 

 

2. Public Comments: 

 

Hector Chavez advised the BID members of an article in the Cedar Times that 

misrepresented the position of the BID on Measure M.  McMahon saw an ad on the 

Strong PG Facebook page that stated over 40 businesses were in support of 

Measure M.  McMahon posted a recommendation that they obtain approval before 

quoting any business as to their position on this measure.  Since the BID decided 

not to take a position on Measure M, McMahon will be posting a response as the 

information in this ad was incorrect. 

 

Joe Rombi was in attendance.  Rombi notified the BID that there was no place to 

put an email on the paperwork for the PG Business License. He feels this may be a 

major concern for others who may miss out on communications as they, too, have 

had no place to note their e-mail information.  McMahon told him this would get 

resolved. 

 

3. Approval of minutes of September 2018 meeting: BID members unanimously 

approved the September minutes.   

 

4. Old Business: 

 

• Receive an update on holiday events: Steve Thomas updated the BID           

members that all of the fall decorations (i.e. hay bales, pumpkins, cornstalks) 

have been delivered and are installed, ready for the parade. A press release 

will go out on Thursday.  We are also partnering with the Museum on their 

Science Saturday event (Spiders, Snakes & Bats) and the Police Dept. who 

oversee these activities.  The press release for the Holiday Open House will 

go out the third week in October and promoting will begin after the 

Halloween event. 

  

1.  October 27, 2018 – Halloween Trick & Treat event downtown 

2.  November 17, 2018 – Holiday Open House 

 

• Discuss resale and benefit shops: City Staff reported that currently there is 

an ordinance in place limiting the number of benefit and resale shops in 



downtown Pacific Grove.  The EDC is in the process of expanding the 

maximum number as they feel it is too limiting in the definition causing missed 

opportunities; i.e., the recent denial of one Carmel business interested in 

relocating to PG.  As the vibrancy of downtown continues to grow, the EDC is 

looking to change and redefine the scope to include galleries among other 

types of new businesses. 

 

• Review progress of downtown development projects: Ammar notified the 

BID members that the Holman building is on track for a Spring, 2019, 

opening.  Also, the Zimmerman and Hotel Durrell projects have been 

approved are now on the waiting list for water.  Poppy Hall, Wild Fish and 

the Monarch Pub all seem to be successful thus far. 

 

5. New Business: 

 

•  Request Traffic Commission to recommend traffic calming measures on 

Lighthouse Avenue between Lighthouse Cinema and Petra’s: This issue has 

been brought to Chief Christey’s attention and will be at the agenda next 

Tuesday at 4pm. 

 

• Discuss removal of the Lanterns downtown and replacement with monarchs 

on the trees and light poles:  The Lanterns have been taken down and the 

butterflies have gone up.  A big thank you to Emily with Tessuti Zoo for her 

hard work putting  together the 300 monarchs for the trees, all on a 

volunteer basis. 

  

6. Adjourn: McMahon adjourned the meeting at 9:22 a.m.  

 

Attendees: 

Moe Ammar - PG Chamber                   Tom McMahon – Monterey Bay Laundry 

Kim Poulin-Pacific Grove Plaza         Tony Gamecho – Grand Ave Flooring and Interiors 

Marietta Bain – Fandango Restaurant                               Hector Chavez-Winning Wheels  

Matthew Bosworth-Rabobank                                     

 

 


